Candidate code: ……………	Word count: ……………
Grey text is guidance and sentence starters. Write in your own words in place of it, and delete all grey text before you submit.
Evaluation
Include:
1. At least three specific weaknesses, each supported by your own data (SD, mean, % change, anomaly or observation)
1. Describe the weakness
1. Its significance: evidence from YOUR data or observations, and how much it affected the conclusion (which result it undermines)
1. A specific, realistic improvement, and why it would fix the weakness (a citation or data helps)
Watch out:
1. Generic weaknesses to avoid unless you tie them to your own data: 'more participants', 'more trials', 'human error', 'participants may not have tried their hardest', 'the equipment may not have been accurate', 'it was only done once'.
1. Turn a generic point into a specific one with evidence, e.g. not 'human error with the stopwatch' but 'hand timing (±0.19 s) is larger than the 0.18 s difference between two conditions'.
1. A variable you controlled isn't a weakness unless you have evidence the control failed.
1. A change that alters your RQ is an extension, not an improvement; lab-only equipment isn't realistic.
Weakness 1 – [heading of the weakness]
Impact: High / Medium / Low
A methodological weakness of this investigation was … During data collection, …
This is shown in my data, where … (e.g. the SD / % change / anomaly / observation for Participant …). This had a high/medium/low impact on the strength of my conclusion because …, particularly the result that …
Suggested improvement: To reduce this weakness, a future investigation could … This would work because … ([Author, Year]).
Weakness 2 – [heading of the weakness]
Impact: High / Medium / Low
A methodological weakness of this investigation was … During data collection, …
This is shown in my data, where … (e.g. the SD / % change / anomaly / observation for Participant …). This had a high/medium/low impact on the strength of my conclusion because …, particularly the result that …
Suggested improvement: To reduce this weakness, a future investigation could … This would work because … ([Author, Year]).
Weakness 3 – [heading of the weakness]
Impact: High / Medium / Low
A methodological weakness of this investigation was … During data collection, …
This is shown in my data, where … (e.g. the SD / % change / anomaly / observation for Participant …). This had a high/medium/low impact on the strength of my conclusion because …, particularly the result that …
Suggested improvement: To reduce this weakness, a future investigation could … This would work because … ([Author, Year]).
Weakness 4 – [heading of the weakness]
Impact: High / Medium / Low
A methodological weakness of this investigation was … During data collection, …
This is shown in my data, where … (e.g. the SD / % change / anomaly / observation for Participant …). This had a high/medium/low impact on the strength of my conclusion because …, particularly the result that …
Suggested improvement: To reduce this weakness, a future investigation could … This would work because … ([Author, Year]).
